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Arpillera Analysis
This arpillera depicts a lovely scene of an orange harvest. Depicted in the arpillera are the Andes mountains, the sun, three houses, two orange trees and three people picking the oranges. There are a variety of types of fabric, such as linen and cotton. Most of the fabric has no pattern except the roof of a house, the wheelbarrow and a dress. The fabric seems to have come from the hem of an embroidered fabric, perhaps a handkerchief or the end of a sleeve. The other patterned fabric used is in the dress of the woman and is likely made of a person’s clothes. Also used is embroidery thread in a multitude of colors. The embroidery thread is used to add flowers, borders, and add small details like the face of a person. Fabric scraps are often used since many arpilleristas did not have the means to buy nicer fabrics. 
In Chile, around the time that this arpillera was made, the country was struggling economically as well as politically. On September 11th, 1973, President Salvador Allende was overthrown in a violent coup. General Augusto Pinochet took power after and, eager to stay in power, had anyone who held a position of office under Allende imprisoned, killed, or both. For the next seventeen years, the citizens of Chile watched as family, friends, and members of the community disappeared or were arrested. Thousands were tortured and killed, never to be seen again. The military targeted those in support of Allende’s views and those who spoke against the regime. Families of the disappeared searched for their loved ones, and the majority of the searchers were women. Men were targeted more, so this left women to be the breadwinners for their families. At this time in Chile, women weren’t integrated into the workforce so finding a good paying job was hard. 
Economic disparities also grew partially because of what Pinochet was changing in the economy and because of a lack of jobs. Women from the lower class would often meet in church basements to create arpilleras. Many arpilleras were made to be sold but also ended up being healing for the women. Through the arpilleras, they could express the hatred, grief, and complex emotions they could not express elsewhere. They also doubled as documentation of what was happening in Chile since the government denied it.
In this arpellera, there are several themes that are also seen in other arpelleras, such as the mountains and the sun. The Andes depicted in the background help give context to the location where this scene is taking place. Not only do the Andes ground the scene in a physical location, but they are also symbolically seen as a symbol of strength, stability, or unchangingness. The sun is also present, almost in the center of the sky. Depending on the geographical location this arpillerista was from, the sun could be rising in the West or setting in the East. The sun is seen as a symbol of hope and light, and it shines brightly in this scene. You can almost feel the heat of this summer day and the potential promise of a nice, juicy orange for lunch.  
The arpillerista decided to depict a happy scene rather than the atrocities done by the dictatorship. While there might be many reasons why this was made, the arpillerista is working through a tough memory. This ties into the fact that the audience doesn’t know if the sun is rising or setting in this scene, which can change the feeling of the piece. If the sun is rising, it could signify hope for the future and that things will return to a sense of normalcy. If the sun is setting, then it could signify change. The sun then would be setting over a memory the arpillerista took for granted, an experience or feeling she might never get again. Despite this, the sun being present remains a beacon that hope is still alive.
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